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WECA broadband resolution adopted at NRECA annual meeting

Delegates at the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA) Annual
Meeting voted overwhelmingly this week to adopt
a broadband resolution submitted by the
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association.

Resolution 8-A urges NRECA to take a prominent
leadership and advocacy role in the U.S. Congress, with the Administration, and at the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to ensure cooperatives have the ability to provide broadband
voluntarily, on their own or in partnership with other local providers, in rural America.

Under the resolution, NRECA will advocate for reforms in the FCC’s National Broadband Map to more
effectively utilize state and federal investment in rural broadband. This is important because census block
reporting by telecommunication providers vastly overstates coverage since an entire area is counted as
“covered” if, in reality, only one household actually has service. Like the general census, a more accurate
picture of who has coverage can affect who is eligible for programs and funding.

According to the resolution, “…we support more accurate federal mapping using granular data and/or
other available information to better reflect actual broadband services and speeds provided. Leadership
from NRECA is critical to present a unified voice for America’s electric cooperatives by working together
with other rural/industry advocates…”

Delegates approved the resolution by a vote of 566 to 22.

Wisconsin youth represented at NRECA annual meeting

Adrian Rodriguez of
Oakdale Electric
Cooperative (far
left) participates in a
ceremony at the
NRECA Annual
Meeting in New
Orleans.



Rodriguez spent time promoting Co-ops Vote, a non-partisan 
project of the nation's electric cooperatives to inform members 
about key issues facing electric co-ops and encourage them to 
vote.

NRECA CEO Jim Matheson: Your voice matters

NRECA CEO Jim Matheson kicked off the annual
meeting by delivering an important message during
this election year—your voice matters.

“The challenges on the horizon are only going to
require us to increase our presence in politics—and
increase our voice in Washington—to promote,
support and protect the quality of life where we do
business,” he said. “It’s up to all of us to make it
work.”

Matheson urged co-op leaders to travel to
Washington, D.C., this spring for the NRECA
Legislative Conference. “You’ll hear from members
of the president’s cabinet, just as we have from every
administration over the years. You’ll be there to
make the point to them, just by being there in great numbers, that electric co-ops are essential to the
national interest because we have an unparalleled—national—presence. Come to Washington and you’ll
see them, but perhaps more important—THEY’LL SEE YOU.”

Matheson said this past year NRECA went to Capitol Hill and built a stronger reputation for being
community-focused, non-partisan, and part of the solution.

“Today, when you look across the political landscape, we’re the most respected, most effective, energy
organization in Washington on both sides of the aisle,” Matheson said.

Matheson touted the successes of the RURAL Act and other legislative victories, saying they prevailed by
mounting an argument that is bigger than politics, and reaching both sides of the aisle.

“It’s a great feeling, for me and for the entire team at NRECA, when we get to work with YOU to put a win
on the board that means something in the communities we serve together,” Matheson said. “Those
victories are rare, they require lots of preparation, hard work and a little luck, but this is the essence of
why NRECA exists—to do things for our members together they could never accomplish individually.”

Almost 10,000 industry and co-op leaders from across the country attended NRECA events in New
Orleans this week, including the Annual Meeting, TechAdvantage, and expo.
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2019: Six projects, 65 co-ops in nine states, electrify
impoverished communities across the globe

NRECA International-sponsored projects helped extend
electricity to almost 2,000 people in Guatemala and Bolivia
in 2019. Most of these electrification projects were sponsored
by statewide associations, including the Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association, and co-op members, all sharing
the same goal—to improve the lives of people by bringing
them affordable and reliable electricity. Each team traveled
to an area to construct line and connect homes with
electricity.

Twelve lineworkers from 12 co-ops in Illinois, Iowa, and
Wisconsin brought power to 210 people in Tierra Blanca
Chixoy, Guatemala. Wisconsin’s linemen came from Vernon
Electric Cooperative, Central Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services, and Eau
Claire Energy Cooperative.

Family in Tierra Blanca Chixoy, Guatemala,
enjoys electric light in their home for the first time.

Twenty lineworkers from 17 co-ops in Oklahoma and Colorado worked to extend electricity to 210 people
in Sillab, Guatemala.

Fourteen lineworkers from 12 co-ops in Indiana electrified homes serving 450 people in San Jacinto,
Guatemala.

Fifteen lineworkers from eight co-ops in Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware connected homes for 250
people in Oruro, Bolivia.

Thirteen lineworkers from seven co-ops in North Carolina brought power to 120 people in Lapphia,
Bolivia.

Ten lineworkers from nine co-ops in Missouri connected 595 people in Trapichitos, Guatemala. (This
project was completed in 2020.)

NRECA International has also worked with co-ops to bring electricity to impoverished areas of Ethiopia,
Angola, Jamaica, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Kenya, Philippines, Sierra
Leone, Tanzania, and Uganda.
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Members of the La Crosse Area Chamber of Commerce selected 
Brian Rude, vice president of government and community relations 
of Dairyland Power Cooperative, as recipient of the Chamber 
Community Service Award, which recognizes people who have 
made significant contributions to the La Crosse community.

Rude was in the state legislature for 17 years, including serving as 
Senate president. He joined Dairyland in 2000, and has announced 
plans to retire in August.

According to the La Crosse Chamber, "Brian has been a dignified
voice for Western Wisconsin through his Senate years and as a voice for business through his work at
Dairyland. A leader is someone people want to follow. Brian is the role model."

WECA also honored Brian Rude with a Distinguished Service Award at Education & Lobby Days in
January (photo).

First electric vehicle-ready community under development
Eau Claire Energy Cooperative is working in partnership with C&M Home Builders to create the first
electric vehicle (EV)-ready community.

A neighborhood of 44 new homes south of Eau Claire in the Trilogy Community will be built to
accommodate EV (electric vehicle) chargers in every home. The single-family homes will each feature a
level two electric vehicle charger provided by Eau Claire Energy Cooperative and installed by C&M, at no
charge to the homeowners.

The first home is already under construction and will be featured in the Chippewa Valley Home Builders
Association Parade of Homes June 6-13.
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